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BARL OF SHELBURNE, 


OO 


ur LORD, 


F I addreſs the following ſheets to X'S 
Lordſhip in preference to any other per- 


: fon of eminent rank, or diſtinguiſhed talents, 
it is aſſuredly neither from any motives of 


intereſt, or any propenſity to flattery. You 


have been ſelected from among the croud of 


| nobility who furround the throne, to con- 
datt the affairs of a mighty empire, which, 


though it has ſuſtained the rudeſt ſhocks, 


and ſuffered numerous dilapidations, is ftill 

| fublime and magnificent in ruin. You have 
undertaken this arduous employment at a 
moment big with internal diſcord, and ex- 
ternal calamity, beyond the example of for- 


'B mer 


* 5 


mer times. 1 te required a giant mind, and 
talents the moſt rare and uncommon to guide 
_ the veſſel of State through the ſtorm of po- 


litical elements, and to. ſave the. ſhattered 

wreck which , had ſuryived the tempeſt. 
The experience of modern ages preſents no 
example of a country oppreſſed beneath ſo 
ſuperior a combination of enemies, as the 


Britiſh empire had . ſuſtained for many 


years. The league of Cambray in the fix- 


teenth century, or the great alliance formed 
in the beginning of the preſent century, for 
reducing the exhorbitant power of Louis the 


XIVck, preſent only .a feeble image of the 


more univerſal and incredible efforts made 
to ſhake the foundations of the Engliſh gran- 


deur, and which have been attended with 


too much ſucceſs, The convulſions which = 
overturned. the Republic of Venice, and 
ſhook, the throne. and monarchy of France, 
© were in a great degree confined. to Europe, 


and to the continent of the Old. World; but 


we were deſtined to ſee America and Afia 


unite their forces, and extend the horrors of 
war over the moſt remote extremities. of 


che planet, through eyery latitude, embrac- 
ing b both fe and a the world | 


Kb 


is one 5 . * E 


fatalities had combined for 'our deſtruction, 
the torch of war was lighted almoſt in the 
: ſame pfeciſe moment of time, in the two 
moſt important and molt widely ſeparated 


parts of the Britiſh dominions. While re- 
bellion erected her ſtandard on the walls of 
Boſton, and diſplayed the ſignal of revolt to 


| the Americans, a ſpirit of "wanton enfer- 


prize, and inſatiate ambition, diQated to the 
government of Bombay, to mix in the in- 
trigues of the Mahratta Court, and to com- 
mence hoſtilities againſt an empire, whoſe 


reſources, pecuniary and military, they were 


ſo far from knowing, that they had even a 
very imperfe& acquaintance with its =o 


| ET: —— and limits. ö 


e ever . to Re true intereſts 
4 her ſubjetts, ſtung with the humiliation 


of a war in which her commerce and her 
glory had been equally obſcured—waiting the 
hour of political vengeance, and ſuſpending 


the. blow ſhe meditated—France at length 
openly declared her purpoſe, and united her 


| formidable force to chat of Al and A- | 
| 18 EY 


"Ba. . As 


. 
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; As if the conteſt was not yet ſaffici 
unequal, Spain joined her unweildy fir 


td that of the elder branch of the Houle of 


Bourbon, and co-operating : with her i in naval 


exertiqn, covered the ocean with a navy 


hitherto unſeen 1 in the preſent century. The 
armada of Philip ſeemed to revive anew, 
while the fleet of England, accuſtomed to 
vanquiſh, fed even at the entrance of her 
own harbours, —Byt the climax of war was 
not yet compleated. The imbecility and in- 
ſanity of qur Councils in the Eaſt, invited new 


enemies, and ſeemed to provoke deſtruction. 
While a. lethargy appeared to pervade the 


ernment of Madras, from which no ex- 


 Hornatigns could rouſe, or information awake 


them, Hyder Ally, a name not conſined in 


its renown to the eaſtern world, and who” 
might have rivalled Tamerlane or Zinges in 


his conqueſts, had he been equally favoured 
by cixcum(tances,— —Hyder, after Jong prepa- 
rations, which afforded time for every ſpecies 


of defence, on our part, at length. broke in | 


| upon the unprepared. and defenceleſs Carnatic, 


cut in pieces the detached corps before they 
could unite to oppoſe bis progreſs, and carried 


terror and ds * he appeared. 


BY 


E . 


To compleat this. unexampled. 8 


enemies, Holland laſt. appeared ; and reluc- 


tantiy awaking from a repoſe of near half a 
century, buckled on her ruſty armour, and 
unſheathed her ſword, to give another Rab, 
to a country, which bemed already, fainting 


beneath ſuch an Rego iruggle, ; 


F 


| deed, athwart this troubled fy, but difaps 


peared almoſt inſtantaneouſly, and left the 
political hemiſphere. dark as before. The 


' gallant and ſpirited defence of me at 
St. Lucia, the trophies gained by Goddard 


over the armies of the Mahrattas, the repulſe 


of D'Eſtaing before Savannah, and the for- 


tunate heroiſm of Rodney off the coaſt of 


Spain, only illuminated * as 
en pony 


Ifland after and ell i in 4 Weil. ladies. 


Incapacity and negligence ſeemed to combine 


for our deſtruction. The diſgraceffil day of 


Saratoga was only forgotten and obliterated | 
by the more humiliating cataſtrophe on the 
Banks of the York River, _ 


58 7 $ 4+ 8 
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' Jalceifes* naval actions, which added 


courage to the marine of France, ile they 

depreſſed and enervated the ſpirit which had 
once animated our on, followed each other 
in diſaſtrous ſacceſſion. America advancing | 


gradually: from political diſtreſs to emanxi- 


pation and freedom, treated with contempt 
and inſult every advance towards peace, un- 


| tefs her inde ependetge was on by | 
1 1 50 21 a Preliminary Article, 4 


28 


"Main little accuſſomed to We in 
former wars, lav with pride and aſtoniſh- 25 


ment, Minorca, Weſt-Florida, and the Bu⸗ 


Hamas captured by her arms. Gibrakar was 


890 veſted. Jamaica menaced, 0 
n Se) 47 e ＋ ET 


{+ 


In India, Bengal drained of her revenues, 


| in by accumulating demands on every 


hand, exhauſted by her very victories, and 


: ſurrounded - by hoſtile © armies, | was yet 


compelled * to aſſiſt the finking Carnatic, 
The ſublime and ſuperior talents of Mr. 


Haſtings were alone equal to ſuſtain. the 


toitering fabric of the Eaſt- Indian greatneſs, 


which, in feeble hands, muſt have crumbled 
into duſt. Coote repulſed, though he could 


7 * 
1 
- 4 : 1 b 
. + * 
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4 Ji : 
not ; vanquiſh Hyder; and gave che Cartatic 
a momentary reſpite from * Aſiatic 


1 r 


* 


This, m In was this diſtreſiful. wk 


of the empire at the commencement. of the 


year. 1782, Convulfed in every quarter, 


. ſhe ſeemed to approach the hour of political 
diſſolution; and even in her ſtruggles, to 


announce her near advance to their termina- 


tion. Such was the gloomy picture ſhe pre- 
| ſented to Europe and the world, at the 


moment when Lord North, by an act of 


ſuicide, rather than by a violent death by 


his own want of energy and exertion, rather 


than by the efforts of his enemies, terminat- 


ed an adminiſtration, unequalled by us 


| as fs La in the ns of this country... _ 


But that tide of 1 . which for. 
ſo many years had run with an impetuoſity 
not to be reſiſted, ſuſpended its gourſe at 


this critical juncture, and returning in a. 


| contrary direction with equal violence and 
_ rapidity, bore up the drooping genius of 


England on its. current. Rodney, a name 


ſacred to glory, and always found in the 
he Paths 


40] 


paths of danger and of fathe, arreſted with 
2 hand the progreſs of the arms of . 
France. After many diſappointments and 


' delays, the navies of the two countries met 


upon the 12th of April. No Hiſtory of the 


antient or modern world preſents an inſtance 


of a more glorious and brilliant victory. The 
fleet of France fled under ſhelter of the 
digt, leaving the Admiral and the Admi- 
val's ſhip in the victor's bands. The laurels 
of England, ſo long withered and faded, 
bloomed a new. The proud battles of La 
Hogue and Quiberon were out- done; and 
the names of Ruſſell and of Hawke, no 
longer ſtood unrivalled in the naval hiſtory 
of their country, Terror and diſmay purſued 


"the flying remains of the vanquiſhed enemy, 


3 


and accompanied them over every e 
of the world. | ” 


5 5 | % : 8 p 
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nt it wan wor _ in the | Welb-Tadics 
that England roſe triumphant and vigorous. 


. Succeſſes more than negative, and equally 
brilliant, attended her exertions in other parts 
of her dominions. | Spain, after having ex- 
' haufted her monarchy, and drained her arfe- - 


nals and treaſury to re- annex Gibraltar to 
Tp | the 


5 9 1 f 
| : hn itn from which it had been totn, 
| was repulſed with an equal loſs of honour and 
of men from before the walls; while the 
Princes of the Blood of France, who had 
; come to be. ſpeQators of its fall, returned in- 

* glorious and diſappointed home. Even in 
India — though ſucreſs had not attended tho 
efforts made by the Governor-General to 

| | procure a peace with the Mabrattaz—though 

'y . - Hyder ſtill ravaged and deſolated the Car- 

natic though the treaſuries of Bengal and 

Madras were exhauſted by ſuch ruinous 

and unremitting efforts hough France 
made exertons, naval and military, the moſt 

5 deſperate, and even above her ſlrengthͤ— 

bp EE yet no effectual breach was made in the bul · 

35 wWoarks of the empire. Madras remained free 5 
from attack or inſult. The fleet of England 
| ſuſtained, under many diſadvantages, and 

with inferior. numbers, every attempt to 
| break or vanquiſh them. The unarmed and 
defenceleſs poſſeſſions of Holland fell, one 
after another, into the Engliſh hands; and 
France, after a campaign, in which ſhe had 
promiſed herſelf the moſt deciſive advantages, 


found her expectations vain, / and all; her 
. —_— 


0 17 the Such, | 


bf France ard Spain. At the moment when 
every breaſt bent high with pride and hope 
when the navy of England, reviving from its | 


= 11e 1 


Seh, y Lord, 1 the avimaing and 
bited; ſuch was the Ltuation' of het enemies 
at the cloſe of 17 da a year which! had 
commenced under the moſt fatal auſpices, 
but which ſaw at its termination, all the * 


te AN EG eee ee 6; bn. - 


1 3 
© 70 * + FTY . oh 


ae Py hep ee abe 
choſe to Rumble yu, country at the feet 


temperary obſcurity, panted to ove again 
its late afſerted ſuperiorty—when America, - 


Having emancipated herſelf! beyond diſpute 


Wwar—when Spain was incapable- of raiſufty 


_ Further ſupplies from her exhauſted] — 
hen Holland was torn by inteſt 
\- tions, menaccd/Vy-foreigh ginwens: and inca- 


pable of any external exertion—when France 
felt the whole burden of che war falling upon 


her already bleeding finances was this, my 


Lord, the moment, which a wiſe, a patriot, 

or. a. vigorous Miniſter, would have choſen to 
3 for peace, and to accept from the 
* cCondeſcenſion, 


9 


1 14 } 


nn or inſolent magnanimity of 


the Court of Verſailles, ſuch terms. as the 
moſt puſillanimous Miniſter ought to have 
diſdained ?- The indecent and rainous. haſte 
With which the treaty was precipitated. from © 
a terror of Parliament, did not eſcape the 
penetrating .eye, of the Cabinet of France, 
nor was it unimproved. Nou was deceived, 
my Lord, with regard to the ſtate of their 
or did nat take advantage of the diſtreſſes 
they laboured under at home, from the diſſi 
culiy, not to ſay the impoſlibiliry, of their 
| railing the requiſie ſupplies for he approach- | 
ing campaigr You did not. profit of the 
riſing er upon the continent, though 
France ſaw, and dreaded their conſequences. 
— your dear delight, not Fleury's 
anore; — and, like 8 | 


D 10360016 Dag 
ec gie Gi ha (quod df prius omen in ipfum- * 
Con vertan) Priami Inperio, Phrygibuſyae fururum | 
. neque'Tydeides, nec Lariſrus Aebillut, 

| dem, non, mille Caring, 


* * 3 * 413 
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* 1 
Laying afide all pretence to declamation, 
8 judgment through 
the medium of the paſſions, I ſhall as'coolly 
and as candidly as I am able, venture to ex- 
amine the great outlines of this fatal Treaty, 

m which the honour and the intereſts of the 
nation have been ſo wantonly' betrayed. In- 
eapacity, ignominy, or ruin, appear in all its 

features, and mark it, both to the preſent age 
and to diſtant poſterity, as a compleat dere. 
neon of every right af the Crown, and 
every poſſeſſion of the ſubject. Even the 
Freut of Utrecht, under the circumſtances 
"which marked and accelerated its concluſion, 

| bonnie eee ruinous, or e dif- 

The ee n eee 
— in its nature, however pernicious 

I uud big with ruin in its conſequences to this 

1 country, yet did not neceflarily-bury the faith 

I and honour of England in the ſame grave 

with her commerce and her grandeur. The 

Bitter draught might ſtill have been qualified; 
and ſomething might yet have been ſaved, even 

im the moſt wanton extravagance of conceſ- 
_ But, it was reſerved for you, my 

| Lond, 


— — = _ 
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1 1 
Lord, to render the Engliſh faith as much an 
object of ſcorn and opprobrium, as her power 
| and} glory are of pity and contempt. The 
Punica Fides, ſhall be no more a prover- 
bial, or an excluſive expreſſion of national 
perſidy. Vou have found out a more indiſ- 
putable claim to that epithet, without recur- 
ring to Roman or Carthaginian ſtory. Y . 
alluſions, my Lord, are ene rem 
1 all — mn W 


be dereliätion of the 8 Ln, 

is an act of ſo attrocious a nature, and of ſo 

flagitious and deep a dye, as to ſupercede al! 

neceſſity for calling on Engliſhmen to feel and 

to deteſt it. We wanted only this public 

teſtimony of our baſeneſs and treachery, to 
compleat the ignominious monument of fal- 
len greatneſs, which we hold out. to Europe, 
and the aſtoniſhed world. Even Lord Ox- 

ford and Lord Bolingbroke would not thus 

have abandoned their miſerable fellow. citi- 

zens, who had bled and periſhed in their 
cauſe]! They, my Lord, only ſacrificed tho 
Catalans: allies indeed, and brave ones! 

but not Denizens and Engliſhmen, deſcended 
from one common origin, and protected by 


. 
e 


2 —— — ˙— — — 


. 
i 
' 
2 
| 
g 
; 
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if 


Bs, on Se ner ans 9 rt 
ge —— — 
—— 


ny 14 * . 
the ſame Houſhold Gods. - {The an i new, 
I believe in the hiſtory. of the O World, 


and only ſt to mix with the enormities of 


Pizarro and Cortez. in the New. But'be- 


ſuch a condu@! Impunity does not always 
accompany crimes. - Though Oxſord, alter 


— 


ware, my Lord, che vengeance which, awaits 


being impeached by the Commons, eſcaped 
capital puniſhment, merely by a diſpute rela- 
tive to the forms of. proceeding between the 
two Houſes of Parliament—Though Bo- 
lingbroke. cluded by. flight the puniſhment 


| author of the peace af Utrecht, the year 


1783 may, perhaps, bear no ſimilarity to 
the year 1715; and little as the genius of the 
age in which you live is diſpoſed to exertions | 
of energy and ſeverity, yet there are actions 
which awaken even the. moſt torpid and le- 


thargic States, and point their reluttant ven- 


ns n Go n ee calamities. 


1 * 3 „ i CL "+61 


jon «f this violation 


eim, nnd b m ͤexter 


Ae eee e U ere ens! Ar 


ticles” with America, I could trace any ſha- - 

cor of policy, of foreſight. or of wiſdow, in 

the * e Kae of. ee But, | 
{4 10 


= 3 [ 15 J 5 4 ; | 

can no more admire the ſtateſman than I can 
acquit the man. Is it by the ability ſhewn in 
drawing the limits betiveen the dominions of 
the Unitec States and thoſe of the Engliſn 
Crown, that you mean, my Lord, to obli- 
terate and compenſate for the ſacrißce you 
have made of the honour of your Sovereign 
and your country 7 Did you, at leaſt, conſult 
the commercial intereſts of England in the line 
of ſeparation between Canada and the Ame- 
rican Provinces? Or, did you fondly hope, 
under a long liſt of 'barbarous names, of 
lakes, arid rivers unknown to us, to conceal 
the vices and deficiencies of the imaginary 
barrier aſſignedꝰ If yo flattered yourſelf 
with ſuch expectations, you muſt” have ſup- 
poſed the people of England as fallen in Kno w.. 

ledge of their intereſts, as you have humbled. 
them in pride and in grandeur. But, it 
ſearcely requires a common geographical 
chatt, to expoſe to univerſal contempt the 


fullacious boundaries preſcribed to Canada. 


Would any Miniſter, who only Anew the in- 
tereſts of his country, adopt, as a line of | 
partition between two great independent States, 
the limits laid down by the Quebec Bill, in 
5 imply marking the termination of two Pro- 
N | | Fina 


* 
— —— c —ͤ—•—— q W—ö — — 


3 —— 
Colonies, than the preſent Articles f Parti: 


45 1 16 LE 
. 


| — Crown ?— Notwithſtanding the pompous | 


enumeration of impoſing names, the moſt 


; compleat dereliction of Canada and Nova 


Scotia could not have more fundamentally 


tion have done. Ho are we to communi- 
cate with the Great Lakes of America and the 


MMiſſiſſippi ? Have we poſſeſſion of the car- 
* Wing ene No. — "WP. > :pollaGor of 
ſion of Fort Niagara, or Fort Oſwego ?. No. 
Ho then. are we to tranſport any article 
| of commerce into the interior provinces, ex- 


| cept by the allowance and permiſſion of the 
© Americans, who may, and who will impoſe 
à limit to our connexion with the Indians, 


and the countries on the Ohio and Miſſiſſippiꝰ 


They are maſters of all the acceſſes to the 
ume and of eee. us a 


euerer nnn! 


ende oaths oth ee un- 
Fe pony to your Lordſhip it may be, and 
bowever devoid of entertaininent it may prove 
1 | „5 


ot the Empire. Here, at leaſt, 1 renounte 


F 7 17 * 


to khe Public, yet ſo fatal are the conceſlichs - 
made by the Limits agreed on between us and 
America, that I owe it to my country and 
myſelf; on this moſt important point, to go 
into a detail with geographical. preciſion, and 
to convince every impartial perſon, that no 
pooſſible fituation or circumſtances could juſtify 
A Miniſter in thus abandoning the intereſts 


all declamation, and ſtand on facts. By the 
line of partition paſſing up the River St. Croix, 
the vaſt tract of country extending from that 
2 the Kennebec, is given up to Ame- 
It is true, indeed, that this country 
was 1 in the original charter of the 
Province of Maſſachuſet's Bay; but the Ge- 
neral . Court could not grant any part of it 
without the conſent and permiſſion of the 
Crown of England; and no grants were ever 
attempted beyond the River Penobſcot. By 
the paſſage of the line from the head of the 
River St. Croix, along the ridge of the high- 
lands at the back of Maſlachuſet's Bay to the 
| ſource of the Connecticut River; and paſſing 
_ thence through the 45th degree of northern 
. latitude into the River St. Laurence, the 
et of the countries ſurrounding Lake 
OP © \ | George 


e ee. oe a — — — 


— — — 
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[thoſe Lakes, and the two forts of Crown 


| e ee e On g Fane 


| The Ine entering the St. Latrenbe belon 


| the middle o the River, rh coaiplenty 
the command of that map to the Americans: 


middle of the Late Ontario, and the Streight 


of Niagara, abandons the whole of the Mo- 
hawk Country, Oſwego, and the Fort of Nia - 


Jara, eee to 
3 % 


* 


Te line „ 1 1 


! from thence through the middle of the 


Streight at Detroit into the Lake Huron ; and 


| thence. through Lake Superior, and the middle 
of Long Lake, to the north-weſtern. point of 


the Lake of the Woods, cuts: of all commu- 


nication with the Miſſiſippi, with the Ohiv 
and Illinois countries, and all the Indian na- 


tions, except hat the generoſity of Congreſs 


mall be pleaſed to allow, the acceſſes being 


in their hands. | The Lake Michigan is 
totally given up. Super- added to this, 
a . 


? 


* 


ñʒui . —- | 
the Ame ricans, by commanding the carry- 
ing· places at Niagara, Detroit, and at 


Miſſilimachinac, preclude all communication = 


between Upper and Lower Canada, even 
| ſhould we allow the paſſage acroſs the St. 
Lawrence, at La Galette. To complete the 
fetters in which this ruinous treaty binds us, 


5 che communication from Montreal, by the 


Qutawa River with Lake Superior, is like- 
wiſe in the hands -of the Americans, as they 
have the command of the ſtreight between it 
| aud. the Lake Huron: the neceſſary and | 
inevitable conſequence of which i is, that even 
the trade from Canada with the Indians to 
the Weſt and North of the Lakes, is totally in 
their power; and as to the whole country on 
the Faſt fide; 1 15 inn Ly e 
Geir own.) 8 


ve. 4 1. al theſe aol — 6 
=o were not yet ſufficient, you have 
ventured, my Lord, to extend the preroga- 
tive of the Crqwn, in order to capacitate your 
Sovereign to reſign a vaſt tract of the Pro- 
vince of Canada, over which you could c- 
quire or confer no right of alienation. In wir- 

ue of what parliamentary ſanction or permiſ- 
8 fion, 


& 8 5 
Og 
** 

Fd 


Pine 


| fon, do you find yourſelf nn, 


for ever to America that prodigious extent 
of tertitory, firetching to the ſouthward of 


the line drawn from the North-weſt point 


of the Lake of the Woods, due Welt to the 


Miſſiſſippi, and which, by a public and 


| ſolemn compact, made in 1974, was declar- 
ed a part of Canada ?—If iheſe are not crimes | 
of State -meriting iting impeachment, there car. 
* exiſt none. Nou doubtleſs rely either 1 
the leni. of che age, or on the ſupineſs and xy 
lethargy of Parliament. tg wy Lord, 


ee 
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mits, down the Channel of the Miſippi, as 


| well as along the river Catabouche, Flint, 
| and St. Mary, to the Atlantic Ocean, are 


only, and can only be uſeful to this country, 


upon the ſuppoſition, (which formed the 
genius and principle of theſe boundaries at 


the time they were laid down and ſigned at 
Paris, on the goth of November laſt) namely, 
that the Floridas, or at leaft Eaft F lorida, : 
would have remained to the Crown of Eng- 


7 Os wy bot youre thus accu- 


rately, 


«4 * s Fi 
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rately trace ne to which we now can 


have neither acceſs nor outlet, fince the. 
Floridas are ceded to Spain ? And is. it thus 


you trifle with the patience, and inſult the 
feelings of @ great and an informed people? 
But the illuſion is too groſs, and too eaſy of 
detection, to afford a refuge, however mo- 


mentary, to its author: even the Moſcovites, 5 
before the acceſſion of Peter, would have 


: diſcovered ſo palpable a deceit, and have re- 


ſemtod the TO on their underſtandings NT 


Aer flep 1 ao every W I le | 
jn this pernicious treaty, only opens a new 
and melancholy .proſpe& of departed, great · 
neſs. Ignominy r. ruin keep equal paces 
All the ſacred barriers which the provident 
foreſight of out anceſtors had drawn, to pro- 8 
tect the commerce, and rear the future navy 


of their country, have you, my Lord, ſubvert- 
ed. The fiſhery on the Banks of Newfound- 
land, which has always been juſtly regarded 


as the moſt indiſpenſible nurſery for our ſea- 


men, and the monopoly of which we have 


jealouſly preſerved, through ſo many wars 


and revolutions, is laid open, almoſt without 


any reſtriction, to et. and to America! 
A new 


4 
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A new - and more extended * of coaſt, 
chin 2 are 4 2 og 
ne | 
The iſlands of St. Pierre and | Miquelon, i in 
the Gulph of St. Laurence, are not only re- 
Nodes to the French, but they are given up, 
without the ſmalleſt reſerve or ſtipulation. 
The peace of 1763 might have afforded you, 
my Lord, the moſt accurate information re- 
f>eiting the danger and importance of thoſe 
iſſands, ſituated ſo near to Newfoundland. 
When they were ceded by us, it was under 
the expreſs.and poſitive limitation, that they 
were only to ſerve as a ſhelter to the 
French fiſhermen; and his Moſt Chriſtian 
< Majeſty engaged not to fortify/ the | ſaid 
« iſlands; not to ere& any buildings upon 
'E them, except merely for the convenience 
of the fiſhery, and to keep upon them 
e only a guard of fifty men for the police.” 
— What muſt now be the neceſſary and in- 
evitable conſequence ? France will fortify and 
" garriſon both thoſe iſlands. She will, on a 
rupture betwen the two Crowns, inſtantly 
expel us from Placentia and St. John's, and 
rogue miſtreſs of 3 and the 
whole 


* 
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| whole Sthery: It requires, wy" Lord. areal 
depth of commercial and political informa- 


tion, only to conceive and comprehend the 


extent of the evils you have brought upon 
your country, and the ſtill more alarming 
calamities which _ have W fo for it in 


*%s bs as to the right 
of drying or curing her fiſh. upon the iſland, 
has, however, obtained from your liberal con- 
ceſſion, ſtill further permiſſions and privileges, 
more dark and undefined indeed, but, for that 
very reaſon, more fatal to England. She has 
the liberty of drying fiſh on the unſettled 
* bays, harbours, and creeks of Nova Scotia, 
Magdalen Iſlands, and Labrador, ſo * | 


_ © as the ſame ſhall remain unſettled.“ If 


there be an article in the whole treaty; more | 
pregnant with evil than another, and more 
calculated to produce remote and Future, dif- 
ſentions between us and America, it is this. 
The Americans, my Lord, you ſhould have 
| known, are not eaſily induced or compelled 
to quit any ſhore on which they ſettle: and, 
after a preſcription of twenty years, who is to 
force them to abandon a coaſt, where they 


2 in your Lordhip's conduct, except 
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have been decufiomed to reſide, and to carry 


on any article of traffic ? Is it the erection 
of three or four miſerable cottages on any 
| patticular part of the ſhore of Nova Scotia, 
er Labrador, that conflitutes its being 


« ſettled ?” I confeſs 1.am more alarmed at 
the darkneſs and ambiguity of this clauſe, 


than at any of thoſe where the deſtructive 
tendency is more defined, and the ruin more 


clearly Kante nos, F 


8 * 


) 
5 


I am bor to and no e trace _ 


where it 1s exerted at the expence of the 
diſmembered empire, To Spain you have 
been liberal even to prodigality. Did you 


hope, my. Lord, to gain the Moſt Catholic 
King by this unexampled profuſion ?. Did 


you intend to detach the younger branch of 
the Houſe of Bourbon from the elder, by ſo 


partial and diſtinguiſhing a predilection? Or 
was it from any profound political aim in- 
ſcrutable to common minds, that you thus 


wantonly added the ceſſion of Eaſt Florida 


to the acquiſition of Weſt Florida, already 
made by the arms of Spain? Was it not 
* to en the Enhappy 2 to 


deliver 


- _— 
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. deliver Canada and Nova Scotia fettered into 


the hands of Congreſs, to lay. open the fiſheries 
to France and to America? Or was the 


work ſtill incomplete, while a ange ponies 0 


. remained to a 


W I ſhall be told, that « the Floridas 
© were onerous to this country; that they 
* were infertile. waſtes, _ unwholſome, un- 
© ſettled, and productive of ſcarce any re · 
« venue to the Crown,” Even was I: to 


allow theſe arguments, and grant theſe aſſet- 
tions in their full force, which I am far, how- 


ever, from doing, I reply, that their local fitua- 


ion rendered them invaluable to us. They 


command in a great meaſure the communi- 
cation with the River Miſſiſſippi, and the in 
terior parts of Carolina and Georgia. They 


furniſh ſome very eſſential articles, particularly 


naval. ſtores ; ; and lumber for the Weſt- India 


Iſlands, They will be felt in a future war, as 
a ſevere curb on the trade with Jamaica. In 


any caſe, the preſervation of one or both 


might have done honour to your humanity : 


and they would at leaſt have formed ſome 
* however deſert or e for 


. 
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the miſcrable Loyaliſts, from the n 
Fenn i 


A 


Tak for the traces either of your beneficence, 
or your wiſdom. It is to the Welt Indies 
we are to turn our. eyes, if we defire to ſee 
the miracles of the Earl of Shelburne's 
_ There, unlike to every other part of 

the treaty,” Britain appears to receive, and 
Dos to concede. An oftentatious re- 
_ Eital of captured iſlands reſtored—an enume- 
ration which is fo minute as to: ſtoop even to 


rocks in its detail, impoſes on the ear, ank 


Gazzles the judgment. Nor am I unwilling 
to allow, that the iſlands reſtored by France 
are of very eſſential conſequence to the com- 


merce and welfare of the State. Grenada * 


is, perhaps, worth near a million ſterling an- 
nually to - this country. Dominique, con- 
tains the moſt important and valuable har 
bour in the Weſt Ladies. The Court of 
' Verſailles may, indeed, conſiſtent with the 
moſt cautious, policy, and the moſt diſcern- 
ing ſagacity, reſtore-to England all the iflands 
_ the bad taken, fince ſhe well knows that We 
aan in future only hold chem by the moſt 
| N frail 
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Frail and precarious tenure=—nainely, the en 
miſſion of America, and the generoſity of 
; France. But, in return; Have we not re“ 
Nored to het an iſland, which, in a military 
point of view; is above all price, and beyond 
all. calculation? Ts there a man, however 
uninformed, who does not know that St. 
| Lucia js the key to the whole chain of the 
Carribbes I ſlands ? Its natural ſtrength, ite 
d windward politzon, its artificial force, nay, 
the very circumſtances of its capture, have 
rendered it as dear to the pride as to the po- 
cy of the _ Engliſh nation. The unwhole- | 
ſome nature of the climate, Which after its 
| firſt conqueſt was found t6 be highly perni- 

| cious to the troops, is not to be adduced as 
4 reaſon or a juſtification for reſtoring it ta 
France. That circumſtance no longer ex- 
ifts. The late hurricane in the weſt Indies, 
while it ſpread deſolation round, operated as 
a moſt ſalubrious reftorative to the Illand of 
St. Lucia, by clearing the woods; and ſuper- f 
added to this, the exertions and HAbdurs of 
the experienced officer who Has commanded 
there for theſe Laff ' two years,-hiive fo ame- 
lidrated the air of the Morne Fortuner and 
85 W as to fender it one of this moſt 


55 2 healthy 


1 5 1 


healthy ſtations for troops in that quar- 
ter of the world. France, my Lord, Will 
know its value better; nor ſhall we find it 
ſuch an eaſy capture, whenever another rup- 
ture takes place between the two Crowns. 
While ſhe poſſeſſes St. Lucia, there is not 
an iſland free from inſult, or exempt from 
the danger of continual attack. Not con- 
tent, my Lord, with diſarming your own... 
country, you prepare France for future 
We © and arm her wi. the moſt . 


ann. 


9 — 


48 if Ste nts was 5 a . con- 
ceſſion, Tobago is added likewiſe. However 
inconſiderable it may be, as compared with, 
moſt: of the other iſlands in the chain, it is 
not an objeQ of political contempt or dille- 
gard. The cotton of Tobago is of a qua- 
lity far ſuperior to any produced in the Weſt 
Indies; and it's loſs will be ſeverely. felt by. 
chat branch of our manufacturers. It is not. 
in Mancheſter that you will be peculiarly . : 

popular, my Lord; nor is there any danger, _ 

that when you ſhall be no longer in his Ma- 
jeſty's Councils, the inhabitants of chat great 
nme will take off the horſes 


from 
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| From: your carriage, and draw on in mY 
umph through the ſtreets. | 


It might have Jen hoped, that i in return 
for ſo many conceſſions in Europe and in 
America, Spain would in amicable revenge 
have enlarged and extended the territory and 
the privileges, allowed to the logwood cutters 
in the Bay of Honduras. It is a moſt inva- 
luable article of commerce, of which Spain 
has been always jealous in the extreme, and 
the conditions annexed to which ſhe has con- 
tinually, even in time of profound peace, 
infringed and invaded. Of conſequence, every 
minute particular ſhould have been accurately 
and pointedly defined, nor any poſſible ſub- 
terfuge or evaſion left unexplored and 
guarded againſt, | Put, perhaps your Lord- 
ſhip preferred more conciliating modes of 
hinding the Spaniſh Court and Monarch, as 
preferable to the fetters of a treaty. Obliga- 
tions, you conſidered, ſhould be reciprocal; 
and your own profuſion might authorize 
you to expect equal generofity from the 
Councils of Madrid. It is for theſe reaſons, 
and on theſe principles undoubtedly, that 
5 * boundaries of the diſtrict for cutting log- 
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fined, but left to future nego. 


wood are not de 


ciation to fix and aſcertain. Lou have even 


gone further; and tacitly, if not avowedly, 
_ declared. the ſovereignty of the Crown of 
Spain over that coaſt, which the treaties of 
Utrecht, of the Pardo, of Seville, and of 
Fontainbleau, had wiſely paſſed over in 
ſfilence; but which can never hencefor ward 
be WY ons ar Ala in e : 
MTS this e ee . * 
e of che weſtern world, I am now to 
carry my attention to the Eaſt- Indies. There, 
| the. lame ſpirit of conceſſion and ſurrender 
pervades every article of the treaty, How- 
ever France might have triumphed beyond 
the - Atlantic 5; whatever ſucceſs might have 
attended her councils. and her arms on the 
Continent of America However numerous 
ber liſt of captured iſlands, and emancipated 
provinces, might be in the weltern hemiſphere, 
no laurels had graced her in India, or trophies 
marked her progreſs. Notwithſtanding the 
coloſſal fabric of the Mahratta empire, and 
her unremitting efforts to break in upon Ben- 
gal Notwithſtanding the impetuous rage 
ot * and — of the Carnatic 
» Notwith- 


# 


41 - 


— Notwithſtanding the reiterated attempts 


| of the fleet of France, in aid of her Aſiatic 
allies only ruin and misfortunes had at- 


tended her affairs. No trace of the French 


poſſeſſions or aequiſitions remained to them | 


on either coaſt of the peninſula, Pondi- 
cherry, Carical, Chandenagore, Mahe, every 


factory and ſettlement had ſucceſſively fallen, . 


Lou muſt have known, my Lord, that het 
fleet under Suffrein could not remain upon 
the coaft of Coromandel after the commence- 
ment of October, when the Monſoon begins: 


and that the arrival of the powerfuF naval and 


military reinforcement under Sir Richard 


Bickerton, which might be expected with 


great probability in the courſe of September, 
muſt put the fafety and 3 of 1 
ont of al queſtion e or En anti aden 
Vou knew Werle that the s were 
bean for peace with the Governor. Generals 


and that Hyder, exhauſted by his very con- 


queſts, and receiving no ſach eſſential affiſt- 
arice from France, as could enable him to 


approach or inveſt Madras, muſt be equally 


diſpoſed to put an Hhonoarable termination to 
me » 1 * not mention Holland 
: She 


* 


— — UMR EE ns 
2 Ke eng —— —— - > —— — SA Docs __ — 
— 1 —— m—_— * * 0 n a — +>. — — 1 2 — 2 
Dt — — ——— — 5 0 a - 
— 4 * * Pray — 4c wt mm : 

rr rr ee — ů — oe. : , — 0 

* pac ů — h 2 goon — — — —ũ—u“⁴ . 2 8 — ary 1 4 —— . — 

. eee ee Ea dead ata ak Wor nr nn ON EE CE III — ** 


: 321 
She only preſented objects of plunder, and 


could hardly be regarded as an enemy. And 
were theſe circumſtances ſuch, as to induce 


a wiſe Miniſter to reſtore to France, not only 


all that we had captured, but even to mind | 


his Sovereign and his country to procure” 
a conſiderable diſtri& of territory, to ſerve 
as a dependancy round Pondicherry, and 


round Carical?— Our allies, the Nabob of 
Arcot, and the King of Tanjore, will doubt- 


leſs. retain. a deep and grateful ſenſe of the 


friendſhip and protection extended by your 


Lordſhip to them, in theſe liberal conceſſions 


from the boſom of the Carnatic and Tanjore. 
Perhaps, however, theſe diſtrits may not be 
« procured” with that yielding facility you 


| ſeem inclined to ſuppoſe; and we have yet 


to hope, that whatever inclination to concede | 
may be found in the Cabinet of England, the 


2 Durbars may be more inflexible on theſe 


articles, and refuſe to yield obedience to the 
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— The Fa IA I Ri with, Holland a are riot 
yet ſigned ; but if we may judge. from the 
ſpirit of conceſſion which characterizes the 
treaties already concluded, your Lordſhip 
18 5 will 
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will not be leſs yielding to the Dutch, than-- 
you have been to the other belligerent powers. 
Perhaps you may even carry your generoſity 
ſo far, as to bind this country to © procure” a 
diſtrit of territory round Negapatam, fimilar | 
to thoſe promiſed to France round their two 
principal ſettlements. That you may con- 
ceive it wiſe or equitable, to reſtore to Holland 
all her eſtabliſhments in the kingdom of 
Bengal, as well as on the coaſts of Coroman- 
del and Malabar, I can ſuppoſe but, 1 
truſt, my Lord, that you will not dare to 
ſport ſo far with the great intereſts of the 
Engliſh people, or tempt their reſentment and 
| indignation ſo far, as ever to reſtore to the 
Dutch the Harbour of Trincomale. Report, 
however, which unqueſtionably wrongs you, 
haas ventured to attribute to you intentions of 
this nature ;—nay, it has gone further, and 
inſinuated, that a late reſignation at the head 
of the Board of Admiralty, which this king- 
dom much regrets, originated, at leaſt par- 
: tially, from a preſcience and a diſapproval of 
your Lordſhip' $ reſolutions < on ''this 3 

Point. 
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to the Crown of England, which ſhe can re- 


4ain- in the Eaſt- Indies. Its central poſition 


near the fouthern extremity of the peninſula, 
protecting both coaſls, overhanging Nega- 
patam and Pondicherry, while it ſecures 
Madras, and all our eſtabliſhments. in the 


Boy of Bengal; the excellence and ſecurity 
ol the Bay, im which the whole navy of Eng- 


land may ride ſecure, during all the fury of 
the Monfoen, at a time when the French 
muſt be under a neceſſity of returning to 
the iſfands of Mauritius — Even alb 


the adventitious circumſtances attending it 
the uncommon ſalubrity of the air, the im- 
menſe quantities of excellent fiſh taken in the 
Harbour, the prodigious plenty of fowl and 

voods abaund All theſe local qualities con- 
ſpire to render the poſſaſſion of Trincomale 
an dbje of the higheſt national importance. 
But theſe advantages, numerous and eſſential 

as they muſt be confeſſad, are eclipfed in the 
recent and ineſtimable beneßit, derived from 


its being in our poſſeſſion during the preſent 
war. I will venture to aſſert, that had Trin- 


' 'enmaale been in the hand of France, or _ 


t 
of Holland, we ſhould long ſince have ceaed 


to retain a fingle n or c eee 
; * . nnen 


— wel Saga mln in es har 
wi during the monſoon, when Sir Edward 
Hughes muſt have been under a neceſſity of 
retiring to Bombay. What the deſtructive 
conſequences af ſuch a neceſſity muſt have 
been, it would be nugatory to attempt to 
prove. Madras muſt have fallen irrecover- 
ably ; the northern Circars would have fol- 
| lowed; and all the Engliſh dominians, from 
the Weſtern extremity of Bengal to Cape 
Comorin, muſt have been for ever loſt to the 
Crown and the Company. I would not wil- 
lingly, my Lord, add ſuppoſititious charges to 
thoſe, for which I know you to be already an- 
Fwerable to your country; and I ſhall there- _ 
fore fuſpend my opinion on this feature of the 
eu 1 we are e os een 


Ai ke nat bf the hats . war, 

it was regarded as one of the very eſſential 

advantages ſecured to England by the treaty 

et — that the gum trade would 
_ 2 ; be 
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be Fr a. great meaſure exclubvely in our 
poſſeſſion. Senegal was retained upon that 
principle, as commanding the navigation and 
commerce of the river and coaft from whence 
thoſe articles were principally procured. 
Mr. Pitt, whom your Lordſhip affects to 
| admire and imitate, eſteemed the acquiſition 
of that branch of trade as a moſt ſolid and 
permanent benefit to this country; but this, 
like ſo many other commercial ſources of 
wealth, you have thought proper to ſacrifice ; 
and in return for Goree and Senegal yielded 
to France, we are to eſteem ourſelves for- 
tunate, that the Moſt Chriſtian King guaran- 
ties to us the poſſeſſion of F off Jamey, 
and of the River Gambia.” 9965 


1 tare was one Candi of this: A aleg 
treaty. which I ſhould incline to approve and 
| applaud, it would be the ceſſion of Minorca; 

and had any equivalent been made by Spain 
for her keeping poſſeſſion of that iſland and 
both the Floridas, I would have been among 
the firſt to juſtify your policy in this inſtance. 
But Spain in the preſent treaty only receives, 
without conceding any thing in return; for 
it would be to I us, my Lord, to talk of 
| | the 


1 7 1 5 F 
che Bahama Iflands as any r =. 1 
je of reſtitution. Minorca, I have long | 
regarded, rather as a burden on this country, i 
than as any eſſential advantage to it; We 
have little trade in the Mediterranean, and 
leſs in the Levant: the Turkey Company 
has long been ſuſtained by an elymoly- 
nary. gift of Parliament, annually confer- 
red. Even was the commerce up the Straits | | 
in a more flouriſhing condition than it is, | 
| Minorca is little calculated to give it effeftual = | | 
protection; — but Minorca, like Gibraltar, has f 
a relative and factitious value; nor muſt it 
be eſtimated by the benefits reſulting to Eng- 
land from it's poſſeſſion, but by the imagi- 
nary price which the pride of Spain may an- 
nex to it. Theſe, however, are feelings and 
motives which you, my Lord, might be too 
magnanimous to profit of, and too generous 


. to inſiſt an with the Court of Madnd. | 


. Dunkirk 8 the liſt of our ail. 
graces, and of the triumphs of Verſailles. 
That thorn in the commerce of the Channel, 
that inſulting Port which looks into the 
Thames, and carries depredation to our very 
- foprs, 4 is again reinſtated i in all its capacity 


of 


. — — — 
_— RS - age 
1 


A 


* * — I 


3 


T2 
Ty 
5 1 
8 
. 
2 


5 
N "TY 
\ * $ 
1 
4 
FS. 
54 
F 
2 
4: * 
3 
4 
1 £ 
l . : 
4 | 
"8 
42 
* 4 
4 
1 * 
+ 34 
1 * 1 
=>» 4 
3 - £4 £ 
WE "7 
n 
wm | : 
" $14 : 
71 4 
by * 
1 3 
5 
1 * ? 
1. i 
5 
E 4 
418 
F 98 | : 
3 
*. 4 
4 
ſ 1 
8 


6,675.88 r 
. r 

* —— he ata 8 

_ 


#4 


of offence. Every ſtipulation, which the 
honour or policy of England had compelled 


France to yield, from the peace of Utrecht 


to the preſent moment, is compleatly and 


totally done away — every article “ abro- 


gated and ſuppreſſed. Even the Miniſtry = 


of Charles the Second, corrupt and profli. 


gate as they were, would have bluſhed at 
the ignominy in which they involved their 


Royal Maſter by conſenting to ſuch an ar- 


ticle ; and have refuſed to ftain his OE, 
| though * PIR betray e ö * 


» 


Thele are the wonders of oh Earl of Shel. 


burre, and ſuch the bleſſings he has entailed 
upon his country ! The Empire, diſmembered, 
and bleeding at every vein, preſents a monu- 


ment of pity to foreign nations, and the 


empty  xecalleftion of glories for ever ſet, 


The treaty of peace only leaves us impotent 


and debilitated, from the unſucceſsful ſtrug - 
gles we have made for fo many years. It is, 
indeed, as far as relates to the two Crowns of 


France and Spain, but too dearly defined, 


and accurately correct. It is only with | 


America, that every poſſible ambiguity, and 


| my n ſource of future diſputes are 


„ 


os 


an 
ſcattered wich a. laviſh hand. And do you 
preſume to hope, my Lord, that a proud 


and generous nation will tamely bend beneath 


the yoke of ignominy, which you have im- 
poſed upon them? Is it from a peruſal of 


the hiſtory of your own country, and pecu- 5 


liarly of the year 1713, that you venture to 


draw this inference ?. Inadequate as the 


Treaty of Utrecht was to the juſt. expeQa- 
tions of the people of England, it was at leaſt 


only negatively bad, your's is ſo, in the moſt 


offirmative: ſenſe. Even the political aſhes of 
Lord Oxford and Lord Bolingbroke will 
_ diſdain to mix with your's. You ſtand, my 
Lord, ſuperior and alone, amid the ruins of 


the Commonwealth, like Marius among the 


remains of the Carthaginian grandeur ; and 
| like” him, you may ſhed tears of fruitleſs 
remorſe, over the departed glories you can no 
longer reftore. But, to the preſent age, as 
well as to diſtant times, you are accountable 


for your public conduft; and though y 
may, like other illuſtrious culprits, eſcape N 
the puniſhment due to your actions from your 
own cotemporaries, yet poſterity, rigid and 


impartial, will inflict upon your memory 


the molt exemplary fey rerity. To the judg- 
ment 
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ment of chat poſterity I ſhall 0 reſi en | 
you—content if 1 have ſounded the alarm, 


and exerted my feeble efforts to awake my 


ſleeping countrymen, at an ærag from which 


i or eg * et unborn, will date the downfall 
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